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All these extensive and profitable ventures were
administered from a central office at No. 43 Lothbury,
with a single staff of clerks and under Whitaker
Wright's direct control. From these adventures he
made a second enormous fortune and became a com-
manding figure in the city, where he was generally
known as c W. W.* He managed, moreover, to acquire
great publicity by the fantastic extravagance of his
private life. He acquired a great mansion in Park
Lane adjoining Londonderry House. The drawing-
room was a replica of the * Cabinet des Rois * of Louis
XV. The walls were hung with Watteau and Boucher.
The dinner parties which he gave were expensive and
well advertised.

Even more welcome to the then increasingly
popular Press was his country house, at Lea Park,
Witley. It was widely reported that in this almost
suburban estate Mr. Wright had revived the luxuries
and the enterprise of the Roman Emperors. He
moved mountains, he transplanted orchards, he made
valleys blossom where not the slightest declivity had
existed before. He possessed a private observatory,
a private theatre, a private velodrome, a private
hospital. His stables contained no less than fifty
horses, each one of which was accommodated in a
separate cubicle, the ceilings of which were decorated
with plaster representations of the chase and equipped
with the electric light. In the centre of this stable
was a luxury lounge complete with palm trees and
leather sofas. There was a subterranean grotto off one
of the lakes, illumined by coloured lights, through